
 

 

24th March 2023 
Issue 478 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
The holy month of Ramadan has begun this week, and we have noted that within school. 
Ramadan remembers the month the Qur'an (the Muslim holy book) was first revealed to 
the Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon Him). Some Muslim members of our community 
are fasting during daylight.  
 O you who have believed, decreed upon you is fasting as it was decreed upon those 
 before you that you may become righteous.     Surat Al-Baqarah 2:183  
During Ramadan, it is common to have one meal (known as the suhoor), just before dawn 
and another (known as the iftar), directly after sunset.  
  Allah is with those who restrain themselves.     Quran 16: 128  
We are supporting our pupils during Ramadan, especially during lunchtime. 

 
Next week sees our Deep Days on Wednesday and Thursday, when the tutor groups 
will work on aspects of the Easter story. Past years have seen these are valuable as 
there are useful links between Easter and how people live in today’s world. Each 
college will visit The Bridge Church where Fr Glenn will welcome them to the service. 
It is our pupils who lead whole sections of those services. Just a thought—if the 

weather looks at a bit drizzly, please encourage pupils to bring a coat with them. 
 
I cannot finish this week without remembering the headteacher of Caversham Primary School in 
Reading, Ruth Perry, and the children at the school. It must be a difficult time for that community, 
and the teachers and other staff must be hurting as they continue the learning for their pupils, 
while carrying the burden of care. As Walkwood looks forward to welcoming inspectors at some 

point in the future, we would hope for a caring, supportive and empathetic team, knowing that such 
inspectors are part of Ofsted.  
 

Rev. C. Leach 
Principal 

This week’s theme was: 
Book of Proverbs 
 
These are the proverbs of King 
Solomon, David’s son:  He wrote 
them to teach his people how to 
live – how to act in every circum-
stance, for he wanted them to be 
understanding, just, and fair in 
everything they did.  
 
Proverbs 1:1-3  
 
 

Father God, We thank you for 

your wisdom. We ask that you 

can give us the wisdom to know 

what to do and how to live a 

good life. We pray for your wis-

dom in this school for the best 

decisions for each and every one 

of us. Thank you that we have the 

Bible to turn to in order to help 

us in our lives to live in the way 

that you want us to.  

Amen.   

 

 

 

 

 

Whole school Attendance  

94.35% 

 

  Whole School Target  

95.6% 
 

13.03.2023 to 17.03.2023  
 

Year 5  —  96.31% 

Year 6  —  91.02% 

Year 7  —  95.64% 

Year 8  —  95.43% 



 

 

 

For the week ahead 

The Fruit of Faith 

is: 
Thankfulness 

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you.  

  

Psalm 118:28  

The assembly 

theme will be: 

Holy Week –

death and resur-

rection 

Standing close to Jesus’ cross where his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary 

the wife of Cleopas, and Mary Magdalene.  Jesus saw his mother and the 

disciple he loved standing there; so he said to his mother, “He is your 

son.”  Then he said to the disciple, “She is your mother.”  From that time 

the disciple took her to live in his home.  

Jesus knew that by now everything had been completed; and in order to 

make the scripture come true, he said, “I am thirsty.”  

A bowl was there, full of cheap wine; so a sponge was soaked in the wine, 

put on a stalk of hyssop, and lifted up to his lips.  Jesus drank the wine and 

said, “It is finished!”  

John 19:25-30  

We ask your thoughts and prayers in the week ahead for: 

Muslims who are fasting in Ramadan,                                        
Christian who fast as part of Lent, 
that daily sacrifice and denial of self, 
as well the ritual of breaking the fast, 
may bring blessings. 
 

The pupils and staff of Caversham Primary 
School for resilience. 
The parents and carers of the same children 
who support them. 
The family and friends of Ruth Perry. 



 

 

 

The  

Ramadan 

lights at  

Piccadilly 

Circus,  

London, 

March 2023 

  

Anna Gordon/

Reuters  



 

 



 

 

 

Pastoral Manager  

Walkwood Church of England Middle School are looking to recruit a Pastoral Manager Remuneration: TA 2 – TA 4 
pro rata from £ 21,575 to £ 29,439 pro rata  

5 days a week, 35 hours per week, term time only plus the 5 Inset Days (with a view to amended hours due to af-
ter school club support)  

Also, we would welcome applications from individuals looking to explore flexible working hours.  

 

We are looking for a strong and empowering Pastoral Manager with an understanding of the best way to 
support pupils’ emotional and wellbeing journey throughout their time at Walkwood. They will enjoy working 
as part of a pastoral / college-based team and demonstrate the ability to establish good working relationships 
with pupils and parents, acting as a role model. Previous experience is desirable for this role although not es-
sential.  

 

Closing of applications is 9.00am on Monday 17th April 2023. Short-listed candidates will be contacted soon 
after this date.  

 

Walkwood Church of England Middle School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of chil-
dren and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. The successful applicant will be required 
to undertake an enhanced DBS check . 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for 22.02.2023 — 22.03.2023            

 
Congratulations to: 
 

Top Girl   
 

Tilly Pym McGran   (Year 7 BDDE) - who has read 462,650 words.  
 

Top Boy 
 

James Corcoran  (Year 8 MDSL) - who has read 389,730 words.                            

 

Well done - merits will be awarded to you both. 
 

Keep reading Walkwood, next week it could be YOU … 



 

 

For information about the curriculum for each year group, please select: 

Year 5     Year 6   Year 7   Year 8 

For information about specific curriculum subjects, you will find the calendars here: 

Art and Technology Computing Drama English French Mathematics 

Music Physical Education  Science  Spiritual & Social Education 

Additionally, for Careers 
 
For the overall rationale for the way we have put the curriculum together, or for how the 
pastoral system operates,  please select: 

Curriculum Rationale   Pastoral Strategy 

The following information concerns how we continue to ensure that pupils are cared for within our 

school: 

Early help:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/19c6-Early%20Help%20Offer.pdf   

E-safety:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/E-Safety  

Anti-bullying:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/f2c9-Anti-bullying%20Policy.pdf  

Attendance: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/53d7-Attendance%202018.pdf  

Prevent:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/25a5-Prevent%20Policy%202019.pdf  

Safeguarding: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Safeguarding-and-Child-Protection  

   https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a297-Safeguarding%20Policy%202019.pdf  

Relationships and Sex Education: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%

20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf  

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-5
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-6
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-7
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-8
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Art
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Computing
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/drama
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/English
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Modern-Languages
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Mathematics
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Music
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Physical-Education
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Science
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Spiritual-Social-Education
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/careers
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/curriculumrationale
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a9c7-Pastoral%20strategy%20for%20website.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/19c6-Early%20Help%20Offer.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/E-Safety
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/f2c9-Anti-bullying%20Policy.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/53d7-Attendance%202018.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/25a5-Prevent%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Safeguarding-and-Child-Protection
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a297-Safeguarding%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf


 

 

Each week, there is a word displayed here.  If the pupils have a go at the tasks below 

linked to the weekly word, they will earn a point from their tutor. Once per fort-

night the tutor will go through the previous two weeks’ words and pupils will work 

collaboratively exploring their meanings, features and usage. 

1. What word class is this word? Could it belong to more than one word class?  

2. How many syllables does it have?  

3. Write the dictionary definition(s) of this word, using your own words.  

4. What are the synonyms for the word?  

5. What are the antonyms for the word?  

6. Write four sentences, each containing the word.   

 

Vary the type of sentence each time: write one as a statement; one as a question; one as a com-

mand and one as an exclamation sentence.  

For example, if the Word of the Week were exhilarated:   

Statement:  Sam is feeling exhilarated this morning.  

Looking for some additional reading content?  The following website has a Book of the Month 

where you can find ideas of new genres, authors and titles to explore: 

 

Book of the month archive of great children's and YA books 

(schoolreadinglist.co.uk)  

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/new-book-releases/books-of-the-month-archive/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/new-book-releases/books-of-the-month-archive/


 

 

 

 

                    Hockey and Rugby College Matches 

 

The PE department run college matches twice a year, where pupils participate in a sporting activity 

against the other colleges in the school. Points are awarded to teams, and these then go towards the 

college sports total at the end of the year. College matches take place during lesson time where a 

whole year group will come down to PE at once. This may mean your child has two PE lessons that 

week and so will need to bring their kit in on two days.  Please can you make sure pupils have correct 

PE kit for the following days. It is also recommended that boys have boots as they will be on the 

field.  KS3 pupils will require a gum shield if they are taking part in the full contact rugby games, other-

wise they will take part in ‘touch’ Rugby. 

 

Many thanks,   

PE Department  

 

23rd March -28th March  

 

 

 

 

 

Day/Date  Lessons  Year Group  Activity  

Thursday 23rd March   4 & 5  5  
Boys – Rugby  

Friday 24th March    4 & 5  6  
 Boys – Rugby  

Monday 27th March 2 & 3   7  
Boys – Rugby  

Tuesday 28th March  2 & 3  8  
Boys – Rugby  



 

 

 

  Lunchtime  
12.15 – 1.00pm  

After School  
3:30pm – 4:45pm  

Monday  Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/CMI  
  

Recorder Club, Music Room, GLA, 12.45pm-1pm. All 
welcome. We have instruments for those that 

need them. See Mrs Laishley to sign up. 
  

Year 7/8 boys Rugby – Monday 6th-27th March. Sign up only. Ad-
vised to bring boots and gum shields. 3.30-4.45. 

  
Year 5 and 6 Multi skills fitness club start Monday 6th to March 27th. 

Sign up only. 3.30-4.45. Meet in the changing rooms. RDJ & PMC. 
  

Tuesday    Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/CMI  
  

Choir, Music Room, GLA, 12.35pm-1pm. 
All welcome. 

First sitting lunch pass required. See Mrs Laishley 
to sign up. 

Year 7/8 recreational netball club starts Tuesday 14th – Tuesday 

28th. Sign up only. 3.30-4.45. Meet KRE in changing rooms. 

Keyboard Club: 3.30pm - 4.15pm. Limited spaces. Sign up re-

quired. Priority given to those who did not gain a place last term. 

Wednesday  Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/CMI  

 
 Reading club, room 18, duration of lunch, JWa 

  
Core Reading Club, Room 15, duration of lunch, 

Mrs Shanley - Invite only 

  

  

Ukulele Club: 3.30pm - 4.15pm. Limited spaces, sign up required. 

year 8 boys football training Wednesday 22nd and Wednesday 29th 

(Invite only) RMA 

Thursday  
  
  
  

Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/CMI  
  
  

Science Homework Drop In – Computing (Year 7 
and 8) 

  
Drama club starting 9th March 

3:30-4:45 

Friday  
  

  Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/PWE  



 

 

Date Year group Destination Day trip? Residential? Cost 

07/07 - 
10/07/2023 5  

●  
 

Brecon Beacons 

Activity Centre 
 ✓ £250 

June 6 
Blackwell  

Adventure  
✓  £42 

30/06 -
03/07/2023 

7 
Osmington Bay  

Activity Park 
 ✓ £285 

20/07/2023 8 Drayton Manor ✓  £40 * 

                                                           ●  
Fully booked                                                                                                                                 * Current estimated cost 

For the Year 6 trips, these will go out on the following days: 

Wed June 7 6c1 & 6c2 

Thu June 8 6c3 & 6e1 

Fri June 9 6e2 & 6e3 



 

 

 

 

2 

0 

2 

3 

Friday 31 March End of Term 

Monday 17 April  Staff Development Day 

Tuesday 18 April First day of the Summer Term 

Monday 1st May Bank holiday 

Monday 8th May Bank holiday 

Monday 29 May - 2 June Half Term 

Wednesday 14 June Y5, Y7 Parents’ Evening 4.00 - 7.00pm  

Thursday 22 June Y5, Y7 Parents’ Evening 4.00 - 7.00pm 

Friday 21 July End of Term 

  Date Event 


